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tobacco is often grown by the Indian people for
their own use, it would in all probability be found
essential, in order to prevent the evasion of the duty,
to make the growth of tobacco a Government
monopoly. Scarcely any arrangement that could be
adopted would be regarded as more harassing by the
people of India. The opinion of other high author-
ities against a tobacco duty might be quoted. Thus
Sir Donald McLeod, who was for many years Lieu-
tenant-Governor of the Punjaub, and who was
admitted to be one of the ablest financial adminis-
trators India ever produced, objected to the tax, and
when examined before the Finance Committee directed
its attention to an elaborate minute that had been
prepared condemnatory of a tobacco duty, by Mr.
(now Sir John) Strachey.

Unless it can be shown that the description which
has been here given of the financial condition of India
is inaccurate, I think it must be admitted that the
subject is one which should cause the gravest anxiety.
But it will probably be said : If the finances of India
are in so critical a condition, can nothing be done ?
Can no effort be made to avert impending embarrass-
ment ? Of all the things connected with the financial
administration of India that require to be done,
nothing is so essential as the immediate recognition
of the fact that India has hitherto been governed on